National Medal of Technology

2003 Nomination Guidelines

Introduction

The National Medal of Technology is the highest honor awarded by the President of the United States to America’s leading innovators. Established by an act of Congress in 1980, the Medal of Technology was first awarded in 1985. The Medal is given annually to individuals, teams, or companies for accomplishments in the innovation, development, commercialization, and management of technology, as evidenced by the establishment of new or significantly improved products, processes, or services.

The primary purpose of the National Medal of Technology is to recognize technological innovators who have made lasting contributions to enhancing America's competitiveness and standard of living. The Medal highlights the national importance of fostering technological innovation based upon solid science to generate commercially successful products and services. In addition, the Medal recognizes individuals and their efforts to strengthen and improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the technology work force of the United States.

The 2003 Guide to the Nomination Process includes a consolidated form for nominating an individual, team, company or organization (or division thereof), as well as guidelines and criteria for the National Medal of Technology nomination. Please note that the submission is not complete until a confirmation reply is received by the nominator. In the event of difficulty, please contact (202) 482-5572.  Also, provide contact information for those sending letters of recommendation on the nomination form in Section V.  Please review the Nomination Instructions carefully before submitting a nomination. 

Eligibility

· Nominations for the National Medal of Technology can be made for an individual, a team of up to four individuals, a company or an organization, or a division thereof.

· In the case of individuals and teams, U.S. citizenship is a requirement.

· In the case of a for-profit company or non-profit organization, the company/organization must be U.S.-owned, which is defined by the Medal program as having more than 50 percent of its shares or assets owned by U.S. citizens.

· Members of the National Medal of Technology Evaluation Committee cannot receive the Medal during the period of their service on the Committee or for a period of three years thereafter.

· All nominees selected as finalists through the merit review process will be subject to an FBI security check. Information collected through the security check may be considered in the final selection of winners.

Submission Procedures

· 2003 Nominations and letters of recommendation must be submitted by May 23, 2003. 

· Nomination files should be submitted by e-mail to NMT2003@ta.doc.gov.

· Nomination files should be labeled:  last name, underscore, first name.doc (Doe_John.doc) or team last names separated by underscore (Doe_Jones_Smith.doc) or company/organization name.doc.

· Please note that the submission is not complete until a confirmation reply is received by the nominator. In the event of difficulty, please contact (202) 482-5572.

· Once submitted, nominations remain active for two years, including the year of nomination and the subsequent nomination year. After that period, nominators must submit a new nomination in order to be considered for selection.

· The nomination must include at least six letters of recommendation or support from individuals who have first-hand knowledge of  the cited achievement(s).  It is preferred that the letters of recommendation be included with the electronic nomination file in a Microsoft Word (.doc) file.  File should be labeled: last name, underscore, first name underscore, rec.doc (Doe_John_rec.doc).

· Include contact information for those sending letters of recommendation on the nomination form in Section V.  A confirmation reply will be sent to those sending recommendation letters.  Alternatively, letters may be sent by email (NMT2003@ta.doc.gov), fax (202/501-8153), or overnight delivery to the Director of the National Medal of Technology Program, Mildred Porter, at the Technology Administration, U. S. Department of Commerce, 1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W., Room 4226, Washington, D.C.  20230. Phone: (202) 482-5572.  Letters of recommendation must arrive by May 23, 2003.   

· All material submitted will be retained in the nominee’s file in the National Medal of Technology office for committee review.

Areas of Excellence

The President of the United States awards nominations for the National Medal of Technology to individuals or companies deserving of special recognition by reason of their outstanding contributions to the promotion of technology or technological manpower for improvement of the economic, environmental, or social well being of the United States.

Though nominations are not required to map to specific categories, the National Medal of Technology Evaluation Committee looks for excellence in the following areas: 

Technology Product and Process – Development and commercialization of a new product(s) or process(es) that has significantly improved society and increased the competitiveness of U.S. industry (e.g., advanced manufacturing technology) or inspired technology innovation.

Technology Management and Policy – Creation and/or implementation of management principles and operational policies.

Technology Concepts – Theories or generic processes that have been applied and sparked technology breakthroughs – though not necessarily associated with a product or process, these concepts would have become proven avenues for technological innovation (e.g., theories that have served as the basis for entire industries)

Technology and Human Resource Development – Contributions to building a technology workforce of sufficient size and skill to sustain U.S. commercial requirements and competitiveness and to educating the public about the importance of an adequate technology workforce (e.g., availability, education, effectiveness)

Environmental Technology – Development or implementation of technologies and/or technical approaches that conserve resources, eliminate waste, or otherwise protect or improve the environment

Nomination Guidelines

The description shall present detailed information about the achievement or contribution.  The nomination will be evaluated on the following criteria which best represents the cited achivement:

1. Description of the achievement:

· What makes it extraordinary?

· What is the commercial use of this achievement and what is its present level of commercialization?

· What was the state-of-the-art technology prior to this achievement(s), and how did this achievement improve or surpass previous or other current technology?

· What other significant work was taking place in this technical area at the time of this new development?

2. What was the significant impact and contribution to U.S. competitiveness of this achievement? (i.e., job creation, new markets, new product development, U.S. exports, patents, copyrights, and trademarks)?

3. What specific technical and/or commercial challenges were overcome for this achievement to succeed?

4. How was a plan developed and executed to accomplish the vision? Provide evidence of extraordinary achievement and/or entrepreneurial, organizational, or managerial skills demonstrated relative to cited achievements.

5. How were cited achievements integrated with the organization’s strategy? Describe how team-building and integration with key stakeholders helped facilitate the cited achievements. (Specifically address which technology management areas.)
6. What was the achievement’s total impact on technology workforce development, especially with regard to human resource development and the implementation of strategies for engineering and science education? (Specifically address which human development areas.)
7. What has been the impact of this advancement on other areas of science or industry?  
